CONTRIBUTIONS   TO   PSYCHO-ANALYSIS
that an error about its meaning is impossible; which is proved,
too, through the resolving and liberating effect of the interpreta-
tions. Both the primitive and the reacting judging tendencies
become clear. If the child has shown in a game, for example,
that a tiny man fighting against a bigger one was able to over-
come him, it very often happens that the big man when dead is
put in a carriage and brought to the butcher who cuts him to
pieces and cooks him. The little man eats the meat with pleasure,
even inviting to this feast a lady who sometimes represents the
mother. She has accepted the little murderer instead of the
killed father. The situation can be quite different, of course.
The homosexual fixation may stand in the foreground and we
might as well see the mother cooked and eaten and the two brothers
dividing the meal between them. As I mentioned, an innumer-
able variety of phantasies, differing even in the same child at
different stages of its analysis, manifests itself. But such a mani-
festation of primitive tendencies is invariably followed by anxiety,
and by performances which show how the child now tries to make
good and to atone for that which he had done. Sometimes he
tries to mend the very same men, trains and so on he has just
broken. Sometimes drawing, building and so on express the
same reactive tendencies.
I want to make a point clear. The games I have described,
through which the child gives me the material I discussed, differ
greatly from the games which children are usually observed to
play. This is to be explained as follows: The analyst gets his
material in a very specific way. The attitude he shows to the
child's associations and games is entirely free from ethical and
moral criticism. This is indeed one of the ways in which a
transference can be established and analysis set going. Thus the
child will show to the analyst what it never would reveal to his
mother or nurse. For good reasons: as they would be very much
shocked to notice aggression and unsocial tendencies against which
education is mostly directed. Moreover, it is just the analytical
work which resolves repressions and in this way brings about
the manifestations of the unconscious. This is obtained slowly,
step by step, and some of the games I mentioned have occurred
in the course of the analysis, and not at the beginning. It must
be added, however, that the children's games, even outside of
analysis, are very instructive and give evidence of many of those
impulses which are discussed here. But it requires a specially
trained observer, a knowledge of symbolism and psycho-analytic
methods in order to ascertain these.
The sexual theories are the basis of a variety of most sadistic
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